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a squadron might immediately show itself off Genoa. Lord Hood's letter to Brigadier-General D'Aubant, which accompanied these, pressed the General to co-operate with the troops at St. Fiorenzo, either by attacking the heights or even showing troops upon them, which would undoubtedly induce Bastia to surrender in four days instead of a fortnight. He said that the speedy surrender of that place became more important from the situation of affairs in the Mediterranean, and it was probable he might soon be obliged to withdraw the naval force from Corsica. If he did so without being in possession of Bastia, the troops in St. Fiorenzo would be left in a very unpleasant situation, &o. &c.
The Brigadier said he laid these papers before us " not with a view to burden us with any responsibility/' but to ask our opinions. I said it was impossible for me to come every eight or ten days and give an opinion upon what ought or ought not to be undertaken. Many things were to be considered which I had not the means of knowing; perhaps nobody had but the Commander-in-chief, I had upon a former occasion given it as a general opinion that our force was not equal to the taking of Bastia. I thought so still. With every deference to Lord Hood's opinion, I could not give any credit to his assertion that our attacking or showing ourselves upon the heights would force a surrender in four days; that even if we were to carry the heights with a trifling loss, I did not think the British force in Corsica was able to reduce Bastia in a fortnight. Lord Hood's attack had not weakened the place. The only chance of his taking it was by blockading the harbour, which might be done equally well whether the heights were attacked or not. These were my sentiments; but whether the affairs of Europe or those of the British in the Mediterranean made a desperate attack necessary or not, I did not presume to say. Much conversation then passed. It was evident from the beginning that the Brigadier was determined to do nothing, and only wanted our sanction for his refusal to act. I am anxious that he should do nothing. General Stuart may be hourly expected.